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Abstract

Europe faces major challenges at the present time, with unpredictable
consequences for what the future may bring. We all know that both the nature
and the relevance of the problems does not admit easy solutions, whether when
it comes to matters referring to the relationship of human beings with the
surrounding natural world — climate change, pandemics, energy transition,
natural catastrophes — or when social and political imbalances on a national and
global scale are at stake — migrations, refugee flows, extreme inequalities, wars,

threats to democracy.

What is the role of the Academies of Sciences and Humanities in this unstable

and restless world?

Our Academies are institutions with a notable historical record of creation,
dissemination and promotion of science, culture, arts and humanities. Yet they
have an irreplaceable role in establishing bridges and networks between global
agents of knowledge and wisdom. Academies are active institutions in the field of
science diplomacy and scientific cooperation and contribute to the design of
science driven public policies, based on evidence, guided by principles of public
purpose and common good. Therefore, they can definitely contribute to the
shaping of a better future, namely as regards the construction of relationships of
human understanding. Their contribution to shape our common futureis closely
related to their historical legacies, as the connections between Portuguese and

Italian scholars in late eighteenth century clearly illustrate.



